What is claimed is: 



0 



comprising A Pr ° dUCing " eth * e -™* alcohol copolymer resin, 

feeding an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer into an extruder 
to 170°C, ng 6 t6mperatUre of the mel ting resin in the extruder at 70 

the extruder! anT ng " ^ * °* -ter in 

discharging the copolymer having a water content right after 
being discharged of 5 to 40 weight %. 



selectedwlr 00688 * ^ wh0niin at least one ad ^-e 

selected from the group consisting of a carboxylic acid, a boron compound a 

fs^ded Z ^3?"' " " ^ - « ^ -* 

3. The process according to claim 2, wherein the carboxylic acid is at 
least one selected from the group consisting of acetic acid and lactic arid 

the form of ^ Pr ° C68S ^ ^ * the additive is add * d in 

tne lorm of an aqueous solution. 

thP p t 5 'a ^ Pr0CG f aCC ° rdin& t0 claim I- wh ^ein the water supplied to 

onolv " 18 3 7 Shing WatGr f ° r WaShing the etbylene-vinyl alcohol 
copolymer resin, the resin is washed by the washing water, the washing water 
. discharged in a liquid state from at least one place downstream from a 
washing water supply portion, and residue of saponification catalyst 
contained at the time of production of the resin is removed. 

6. The process according to claim 5, wherein the residue of 

infoThf T 11 ;^ 1 ^ COntained in th * ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer fed 

wetht Vb " " ' ^ ^ C ° ntent ° f the " 0, to 5 

weight % based on metal. 

• ? ' T ^ Pr T SS aCCOrdin & to claim 5, wherein the content of alkali 
metal ion contained m the washed ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer is 0.05 
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weight % or less based on metal. 

water reto^wate" to Zfe ^ 3 meth ° d f °' 

from at least one place of th^o^ / ymer resm ' and the water is removed 
.roup consist S££ S^S^JT. ~ — «- 

10. The process according to claim 9, wherein thp * 

=-nrra^r g %r from - 

at the time of fee^th TethWene T^™ C ° ntent ° f the ^ 

at 0.5 to 70 wejht % ^1 ?T copolymer into the extruder 

at leas thllo tlgt * ** "* * ' ™~ ° f resin 

feeding the JmJ"^^ wording to claim 11, wherein the method for 

thetrtcr, rSESEzr thod in which the — - - - 

the reainlm^r^r^^ 1 ' ~ 
weight %. mg d,schar 6 e « >s in the range of 15 to 30 

the ethylene^! alcoh S „r° r f Dg * U Wherein an «"*»» » 

16. A process for producing ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin 
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pellets, comprising producing an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin by 
feedmg an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer into an extruder keeping the 
melting temperature of the resin in the extruder at 70 to 170°C, adjusting an 
amount of water by supplying or removing water in the extruder, and 

is 1S 5 C to a 40 ng t ;r l3 T ' a ^ C ° ntent ri ^ ht after bei ^ discharged 

s 5 o 40 weight % and then cutting the discharged ethylene-vinyl alcohol 
copolymer resin after being discharged from the extruder and drying the cut 
product until the water content is 1 weight % or less. 

17. The process according to claim 16, wherein the resin is cut in a 
molten state. 



18. The process according to claim 16, wherein a method of cutting is 
at least one method selected from the group consisting of a hot-cut method 

id and an under- water cut method. 

19. An ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin pellet, produced by 
feeding an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer into an extruder, keeping the 
meltmg temperature of the resin in the extruder at 70 to 170°C, adjusting an 

20 amount of water by supplying or removing water in the extruder, discharging 
the copolymer having a water content right after being discharged is 5 to 40 
weight /o, and then cutting the discharged ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer 
resin after being discharged from the extruder and drying the cut product 
until the water content is 1 weight % or less, wherein no spherocrystals are 

25 observed in the center of the cross section of the resin pellet when the cross 
section xs observed by the use of polarization microscope with a magnification 



20. An ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin pellet, produced by 
feeding an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer into an extruder, keeping the 
melting temperature of the resin in the extruder at 70 to 170°C, adjusting an 
amount of water by supplying or removing water in the extruder, discharging 
the copolymer having a water content right after being discharged is 5 to 40 
weight /o, and then cutting the discharged ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer 
resm after being discharged from the extruder and drying the cut product 
until the water content is 1 weight % or less, wherein the angle of repose is 
or le ss when the resin pellets are piled. 
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21. An ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin nplW a ^ u * 
sphe roc rystals in a center of a cross section ^ "° 

5 polarization microscope with a magnification of 600. 

■ 22. The ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin n*iw j- 

claim 21. wherein at least one additive selec Z accor ^g to 

carboxylic acid * 7 selected from the group consisting of a 

consisting of acetic acid and lactic acid. grOUP 

15 claim 2tX£rZ l ZZT 0t ^uZT ei ^ ^ <° 
0.05 weight % or less based on me^ ' ^ " ^ P6UetS is 

20 claim 21 2 whe«In e at yI ri Vinyl * X ** 1 C ° P ° lymer ^ peUet •««««»« to 

is i the range o 3 to 70 mo^ "Tf * ^hol copolymer 

80 to 100 mom ' ^ -P 0 ^-" degree is in the range of 

- ---^^^ 

27. An ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin k 
angle of repose of 23° or less when piled * ' GXhlbltl ^ an 



30 claim 27 wh The alcoho1 copolymer resin pellet according to 

claim 27, wherein at least one additive selects f™™ n, g ° 
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claim 27 w J" 16 et * yl<me - Vinyl alcoho1 copolymer resin pellet according to 

0 0, Z „ ein , ^ C ° ntent ° f alkali metal ion contained in the pellets is 
0.05 weight % or less based on metal. 

claim 27wh I 1 " 6 ^"Y^ 1 copolymer resin pellet according to 

isTn th J' Wher 7 Q an ! thylene conte ^ in the ethylene- vinyl alcohol copolymer 
SolTo^ 3 " 70 m ° 1% ' ^ ^ —ion degree is in the ra/ge of 

claim 27 32 wh The ^k^* 6 '^ 1 copolymer resin pellet according to 

claim 27, wherein the water content of the pellets is 1 weight % or less 
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